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The concepts of self-similarity and scale invariance have arisen independently in several areas.

One is the study of the critical properties of phase transitions; another is fractal geometry, which

involves the concept of (non-integer) fractal dimension. These two areas have now come together,

and their methods have extended to various fields of physics. The purpose of this Symposium was

to provide an overview of the physical phenomena that manifest scale invariance and fractal

properties with the aim of bringing out the common mathematical features. The emphasis was on

theoretical and experimental work related to well defined physical phenomena. --This text refers to

the Paperback edition.
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